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 SPECIALTY FOOTWEAR 

Specialty footwear is any shoe, boot or sandal which requires changes from our normal and simple styles. Any 

design changes, changes in materials, modifications or non-standard color selection are considered to be    

specialty orders. Therefore, it is important for the customer and artisan/footwear maker to agree upon changes 

at the time of order.       

Pictures 1 and 2 are the boot of a gentleman who had a serious accident during the WWII period. His foot 

was saved but a lot of bones were removed during the surgery. He lived in a town where a Doctor of Podiatry 

had a family shoe store. The doctor was associated with the Murrays and their SPACE SHOES. The doctor 

took a cast of the gentleman's feet and sent the casts off to the Murrays. The Murrays made many shoes and 

boots for this gentlemen over the years.  

The gentleman told me that the doctor was willing to work with him so he bought many shoes (boots). Each 

time his gait improved and his foot felt better. Apparently, this was a difficult case for the doctor and the      

Murrays. I assume that it was hard to determine at first glance what to do to achieve immediate perfection.      

I think there are some invisible balance and stability issues internally in the foot. I think the Murrays did            

a lot of wonderful work for this gentleman and many other people.  

Qeb dbkqibj^k qlia jb qeb al`qlo lk`b p^fa ql efj* ªTb tfii hbbm qovfkd ql dbq b^`e m^fo _bqqbo* _rq vlr

jfdeq e^sb ql _rv .- m^fo _bclob tb ib^ok elt ql molsfab vlr tfqe qlq^i rpb ^ka `ljcloq+« Qeb dbkqibj^k

p^fa ql jb* ªEb afa _rv ^ ilq lc pelbp &_llqp' ^ka qebv afa dbq _bqqbo+« Eb bsbk e^a qeb Jroo^vp j^hb efj ^

pair of ski boots and he was still wearing them more than 50 years later. 

When my mother and I purchased the rights of the Murray Space Shoe businesses from Mrs. Lucile Marsh   

Murray in 1979, we inherited this gentleman as a customer. The doctor sent us a cast of this gentleman's feet. I 

j^ab ^ m^fo lc pelbp &_llqp' tef`e F qelrdeq tbob lh _b`^rpb F t^p dfsbk lkb lc qeb Jroo^vp© _bpq m^fo ql

illh ^q+ Qebobclob* F e^a ^ eb^a pq^oq lo ^as^kq^db lc qeb Jroo^vp© bumbofbk`b+ ?rq* F dlq ^ `^ii colj qeb al`qlo

and he said the gentleman would like to talk to me. I talked to the gentleman. I listened to what he said. I    

obmifba* ªF ^j tfiifkd ql j^hb qeb pelbp &_llqp' lsbo clo vlr tfqelrq `e^odb* _rq vlr kbba ql `ljb pbb jb+ Ibq

me see your feet and do my own casting. He agreed. He came. I listened to him. I saw his feet, how he 

walked and many more of his previous pairs. 

I cast the gentleman and made him the boots in picture 1 and 2. I have been making boots for him           for 

more than 30 years. I still use the same cast with some slight modifications as he ages. Luckily, I have had no 

major problems or remakes. 

About five years ago, this gentleman shared an experience he had had while playing golf. He said              

an orthopedic surgeon had joined his foursome. About the end of the game, the orthopedic surgeon asked him 

what was wrong with his foot. He said he was in an accident and the doctors removed the talus etc. He said 

qeb loqelmbaf` prodblk illhba ^q efj ^ka p^fa* ªKl lkb tel e^a ^ q^irpb`qljv qe^q ilkd ^dl fp pqfii t^ihfkd

qla^v+ >ka* vlr e^sb grpq dfsbk jb ^ mobqqv dlla d^jb lc dlic+« 

The gentleman told the orthopedic surgeon that he had found shoemakers who were willing to work with him. 

And, that they have made it possible for him to walk in comfort.  
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This experience, and others in my custom molded footwear making career, taught me that it is very important 

for the footwear maker to observe and talk to the client or customer directly. The footwear maker should be   

present at the time of casting or be the caster.  

Therefore, I developed some rules for myself. 

1) No third party intermediaries! 

2) All customers must come to see me to place their first order and be cast by me! 

3) No exceptions! 

 

 

Some specialty footwear can be easy to make, some can be a real challenge, and some can be a complete 

failure! It takes time to learn any art or craft. The fabrication skills are fairly simple, but the know how for all the 

different clients is not so easy to acquire. Many times it can be pure trial and error or plain luck to be able to 

satisfy a client or customer. 

The hard part is that you can put a lot of work and energy into each project. And, you will never know the  

outcome until you are completely finished. Then the client or customer is your judge. 

 

This chapter is devoted to examples of specialty footwear I have made and repaired. It is only a small         

percentage of my work, because most of the time I was so busy working that taking pictures of everything I did 

was not on my list of priorities. 

This chapter has a lot of pictures of oddly shaped shoes, boots and sandals. The purpose of this chapter is to 

make sure you fully understand the connection of the cast or last to the footwear. 

It is now time to really connect in your mind the importance of the cast or last to the shoe, boot or sandal.     

Everything else is secondary! 

Remember, the cast or last makes the shape of the inside of the shoe, boot or sandal because the molded shoe 

processes make the shoe, boot or sandal from the inside outward. When you look at the cast or last, you 

should be able to visualize the inside shape of the shoe, boot or sandal. 

?b`^rpb ªdlla« jliaba cllqtb^o fp pmb`fcf` ql ^k fkafsfar^i cllq* tb `lria ^ijlpq* abp`of_b ^ii ªdlla«

jliaba cllqtb^o ^p pmb`f^iqv cllqtb^o+ Qeb jb^kfkd lc ªpq^ka^oa« jliaba cllqtb^o fp ob^iiv lkiv ^

designation of a simple and easy to make outer design style for the exclusive purpose of pricing. 

 

Please take some time to observe the diversities in our human population. I hope you develop compassion for 

everyone including those less fortunate in physical attributes. I think we are all lucky to be able to live on planet 

Earth, even if it is for a short time. 
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1 The right boot is for the uninjured foot. The left boot 

helps the customer to stand and walk in a balanced and     

comfortable position.  

2 I am sure the doctors who did the reconstructive   

surgery did their very best. But, sometimes putting the human 

body back together again is very challenging. This is an    

example of how custom molded footwear can help the wearer. 

3 The right boot has more than four inches of a dummy 

front, because that much of the foot was amputated after an 

accident. 

4 The left leg is short and the person needs a heel lift. 

5 The wearer just has badly distorted feet. 6 A pair of shoes with a non wedge heel. The soles 

have been removed. This could be done for the purpose of 

relieving pressure under the arch. The effect is that support  

under the arch is reduced and that may be good or bad.  


